Looks Like Larger Field
Of Runners For 1980
P.E.l. Marathon
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Attempting First Marathon

Calvin Wiley, a familiar figure at Island road
races, will be attempting his first marathon at the
PEI Roadrunners Marathon on Sunday, Sep-
tember 14. -

Calvin, a resident of Summerside, will be one of a
number of runners who will be taking their first
crack at the 26 mile, 385 yard distance. The race
begins at Cavendish at 12 noon and finishes in
not made his final decision  may have left him too Charlottetown in front of Province House.
as to whether or not to run drained for the marathon. —P.E.I. Roadrunners’ Photo
the 26 mile 385 vard distans

The big question is Sunday. Mason is currently
whether Roy Mason will run the leading runner on the
this weekend’s P.E.L P.E.I. Grand Prix of Road
Marathon, Mason, of Racing but his'heavy racing
Charlottetown, says he has schedule over the summer
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will be elaborating on this
theme by focusing on the
careers of such Island runners
as Michael Thomas, Barney
Francis and John Paul.

Ballem is now the head of the
undergraduate recreation divi- |
sion of the school of physical

{ education at Dalhousie Univer- §

1 sity.

| Prior to 1978 he was
employed by meP I depa

sport in P.E.I. and i
masters’ thesis on the
Abegweit Amateur Athletic
Association (1884-1914) entitled
Reflections on a Sport Dynasty.
Tickets to the banquet are
wvailable to the general public.
lickets are going for $7.50 per
ilate and must be reserved by
oday, since only a limited
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Viarathon Urganizers Set
> For Second Annual Run
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S ! year of run- the P.E.I. Roadrunners
' K Marathon. The race will
start in Cavendish at 12 noon
and finish in Charlottetown
in front of Province House.
Runners like Frank woul
appreciate as much speg

tator support as possible.




To be uuest Speaker
At Roadrunners
Marathon

Island native Charles
Ballem will be the guest
speaker at

Roadrun

running forefathers m
who has a keen interest in
sport history, will be
elaborating on this theme by
focusing on the careers of such
Island runners as Michael
Thomas, Barney Francis and
John Paul.

Ballem is now the head of
the Undergraduate
Recreation Division of the
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Runner’s clinic
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Market in North River. He is
also the president of the P.E.L
Body Building Association.

The clinic will be held from
10 a.m. to noon on Saturday at
the Bascilica Rec Centre in
Charlottetown,

The clinic is open to in-
terested persons regardless of
whether they have entered the
P.E.I. Roadrunners Marathon.
There is no admission fee.
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and West Royalty before

finishing at the foot of Universi-

ty avenue in front of Provinc
House.

The race sat  noon.




Hopes To Do Better This Year

to have a pleasant return to

I runs the P.E.I. Roadrunners

n Sunday, September 14. The

1 native is now a resident of Moncton,

d the Island frequently this year to
road races.

ant in the first annual P.E.I.

. He hopes to better last

5 minutes, 41 seconds for
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: \xatch the race the way they

did last year.

It is almost commonplace
now to see pictures of
thousands of runners at the
major marathons Eathered at
htartmgh es, 1 )
x.ﬁ‘d d stanc
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This year an estimated two
million people watched the
Boston Marathon. That's
more than attended all of the
home games for the year of
the hockey Bruins and
basketball Celtics combined.

In Canada there are also
signs that marathons are
becoming popular occasions
for spectators. The Labatts
Toronto Mdldthon attracted
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more than.a quarter million}
spectators last October and
Ottawa’s National Capita]
Marathon was watched by an

Cbtlmated one third of that

City’s population.

So what is the attraction in
watching a marathon?

Firstof all, there is the race.

Often the lead changes several
times during the day. With
such a long distance to be
covered, the outcome can
never be taken for granted.
Marathons make suspenseful
races and are interesting to
watch for that reason alone.
But the more i rtant
s are the people who
arathons and the :

i e itself. s -

The 26-mile, 385-yard length HEE—. |
of marathons represents a g i
" challenge that perks the |
curiosity of many. The >
thought of people covering -
that distance on foot in as little
as a few hours fires the
imagination.

Then there are the people
themselves. Spectators in-
stinctively recognize the
magmtude of effort that each
runner is putting out and
identify with their will to beat
back the weariness and pain
and reach the finish line. 1

There is satisfaction in = -

watching people as they B i
pvercome physical limitations s '
o achieve a remarable goal.
There ar winners and there
hre runners-up in a marathon
ace, but there are no losers.

very runner records a
personal victory over
distance, doubt and fatigue.

The P.E.I. Roadrunners
Club invites you to come out
and watch the runners in the
Second Annual P.E.L
Roadrunners Marathon on
Sunday, September 14.

The course begins in the
National Park at Cavendish
and passes through North
Rustico, South Rustico, Oyster
Bed Bridge, North Milton,
Milton, the Lower Malpeque

d and West Royalty before
i at the foot of
venue in front of




